10th Annual Galveston Classic
Friday, June 26 – Saturday, June 27, 2026
Captains Meeting:   Wednesday, June 24 @ Gordy & Sons – 6:00pm
Weigh-In: Galveston County Fairgrounds  – 10 Jack Brooks Rd, Hitchcock, TX 77563
· Captains meeting will be at Gordy & Sons, Wed June 24 at 6:00pm.  One angler from each team must be present to sign waiver, review rules and receive Captain’s bag.  Both anglers must sign waiver before launching.
· Weigh-in will be at the Galveston County Fairgrounds, just up the road on Hwy 6.
Tournament Registration:
· $500 /team.  Tournament will be capped at 60 teams on a first-come-first-served basis. 
· Teams may sign up online at galvestonclassic.com, but will not be entered into the tournament until they are paid in full.  No refunds.  If you need to back out, you may approach the tournament director, who will consult the wait-list to see if your spot may be taken by another team, at which point the team will be refunded.
· Wait List:  Once all spots for the tournament are taken, your submission will place you on the Wait List.  It will be first come, first serve. 
Weigh-In:  No weigh-in on Friday Afternoon! SATURDAY ONLY!!!!
We are doing Weigh-In a bit differently this year.  There will be no physical weigh-in on Friday, just a digital submission of your fish / sidepots.  Photos / scores must be submitted on Friday by 5:30, digitally, via the Chaos app. Make sure you have service! 
Anglers will NOT have to show up to a physical weigh-in on Friday afternoon.
· Weigh-in will begin at 4:30pm on Saturday, June 27th, at Galveston County Fairgrounds Entertainment Pavilion. Anglers must be in line for weigh-in no later than 5:30pm to avoid disqualification. 
· Since we’ll be using the CHAOS Fishing App, Teams will be required to check in / turn in rulers by 5:30pm at the latest on Saturday. Any scores submitted after this will not count, and any team checking in after 5:30pm will be disqualified.
· Atleast ONE team member will be required to check in / turn in ruler by 5:30pm for scores to qualify.
· We’ll have drinks available at 4:30 and food at 5pm.
· Families / Kids are welcome and encouraged to attend.


Rules to Live By:
· Lines in at dawn (5:54am), line out / scores submitted Friday and Saturday  by 5:30 via Chaos app.  
· All fishing must be done from a boat.  No wade fishing. 
· Anglers may fish anywhere in TX. You may not cross into the Louisiana portion of Sabine or fish anywhere in Louisiana.
· Fly Fishing Only. Catch, Photo, Release tournament. Fish must be CLEARLY photographed w/ provided measuring device and Gordy and Sons totem (handed out at captain’s meeting) in order to be scored.
· No Gulp or any other flavor / smell additive may be utilized. 
· Redfish up to 28”. No lower slot; baby reds to 28”.
· All fish must be measured to nearest 1/8” (if in between, round up to nearest 1/8”).  Fish measuring over 28” are not scorable.  Fish are measured from tip of nose to tip of compressed (pinched) tail.
· Final scoring measurement will be determined by the official judge. Clear and concise photos are required.  If it’s unclear, we will go with the shortest discernable length.
· Teams may weigh up to 6 fish (3 fish per day).  
· Most combined inches from 4 largest redfish wins. Teams may submit up to 3 scorable redfish per day. Tiebreaker goes to largest individual slot fish, and then to the team who caught that fish first according to the timestamp. Anglers must record all caught fish on provided score card.
· Anglers must allow a 100-yard birth to all boats during tournament. The first boat in an area has the right of way. A boat may pass within 100yds of the first boat, but may not fish within 100yds of the first boat unless the boat with the right of way gives explicit permission to the 2nd boat. Any violations must be immediately reported to tournament director.  Director will determine if there has been a rules violation. 
· Teams must fly the provided Tournament Flag at all times.  If you are seen and photographed without your flag, you will be disqualified!
· NO DRONES!  The only drone allowed will be flown by the camera boat, which will be marked by a very cool orange bicycle flag from Wal-Mart.
· Guides may participate in the tournament. 
· Burning of shorelines is not permitted.
· All Texas Parks and Wildlife and state boating regulations apply. 

Sidepots:
· There will be 3 optional tournament sidepots.  Each sidepot is $50/team to enter. Sidepot winners will be decided at the end of day 2. 
· You may upgrade your submission after day 1 if you catch a better sidepot fish on day 2.
· However, if you WIN a sidepot on an upgraded Day 2 fish, you have to perform Karaoke at the Weigh-In to a song of the Tournament Director’s choosing. No exceptions. If your performance is lame, the prize will go to the 2nd largest fish, and they will also be subject to some sweet karaoke requirements.
· Spot Sidepot (individual redfish with most combined spots)
· Big Red Sidepot (does NOT have to be within the slot!)
· Big Sheepshead Sidepot
· Garrrr Sidepot (no charge, each team is automatically entered in this)
· Teams may now win multiple Sidepots for the tournament.

Other:
· COCKY SOB
· All teams will be presented with some sort of “challenge” in their captain’s bags.  This may be a special fly, leader system, etc. that a team can elect to use during the tournament.  Whichever team catches the longest redfish (does not have to be within the slot) using the “challenge” will be the recipient of this year’s Cocky Sob award.
· Rules for using the “challenge” system legally will be covered at the Captain’s Meeting.
· The Golden Mullet
· Whoever does the absolute dumbest thing during the tournament will be the recipient of the Golden Mullet award, chosen soley by the extremely biased tournament director.
· This isn’t a reward for being dumb.  If you wear a chicken suit all day, that is indeed dumb, but not accidental or embarrassing in this crowd.  More like, drunkenly donate your boat to a buddy for Day 2 of the tournament kind-of-dumb…
· This also has to happen during the tourney. Not during pre-fish days.

**Changes from Last Few Years**
· Location moves to Galveston County Fairgrounds instead of Harborwalk Marina
· Only ONE Weigh-In on Saturday, June 27th.
· Garrrr Sidepot: no cost to enter, all losers are in this one!
· No lower slot:  You may measure any redfish up to 28”. We are eliminating the lower portion of the slot this year.
· Western Boundary eliminated: You may fish anywhere in TX. Please allow adequate drive time if you are fishing way west, or way east. We will NOT accept any submissions that are not in person. Flat tires, traffic, doesn’t matter. You must submit score in person by 5:30.
· Top 15:  The best 15 team scores (finishing 1-15) will have a guaranteed spot in the 2027 Galveston Classic. Just because you don’t think you’ll win, you can still earn a guaranteed spot in next year’s tournament and avoid the signup rush!
· Fishing Times: Start time is the designated start time, but scores must be digitally submitted by 5:30pm, both days.  As long as you can get to the weigh-in by 5:30 on Saturday, all is well. Show up at 5:31pm, no dice. Try to submit your scores from the road because of a flat tire, no dice. Prepare adequately!
· Weigh-in Times:  Times have shifted forward 30 minutes.  Weigh-in is 4:30-5:30pm.


